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Abstract 

 
Cost effective satellite access to the Internet using small (less than 1 meter diameter) 
earth stations requires an understanding of the nature of Internet traffic to the end user. In 
typical applications more than 90% of the total traffic flows to the user. Paradoxically 
more than 90% of the system cost can be attributed to the 10% of the traffic flowing from 
the user. In this talk we discuss the general consequences of this disparity in present day 
satellite networks and the implications of this disparity in the effective design of future 
networks. 
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